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June 7 : Greg Moore : Urban 
Greening

Biography: Greg Moore is a Senior Research 
Associate at the University of Melbourne. He is a 
former Principal of Burnley (1988-2007) and Head of 
the School of Resource Management  
(2002-7) at the University. He has a general interest 
in plant science, but his research interest is in all 
aspects of Arboriculture. He has written 3 books, 
contributed chapters to 5 others and has written 
180 articles and papers. He was awarded an OAM in 
2017 for “services to the environment, particularly 
Arboriculture”.

Talk synopsis: Urban trees provide functions and 
services as part of urban infrastructure that have 
real economic value. These services should not be 
under-estimated as they impact human health, the 
environment and the economy. They contribute 
to both the sustainability and liveability of our 
cities. Trees are of particular importance because 
of their size and longevity. Our native trees, such 
as eucalypts and acacias have many splendid 
adaptations that suit then to urban use, especially at 
a time of climate change.

 
NEW MEMBERS: 

Welcome to our 8 new members who joined at our 
Autumn Plant Sale: 

Cindy and Patricia Allen – Eltham

Dr. Harry Clarke – Eaglemont

Gemma Cotterell – Preston

Lyn Hecker and Sue Vereoz - Kinglake Central

Andrew Mc Cann – Greensborough

Karena Pugh – Eltham

Graham and Ellie Scott - Kangaroo Ground

David Sng - Warrandyte
 

Website: apsyarrayarra.org.au 
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APS YY General Meeting 
Speakers:

5-July  Ryan Phillips Animal Interactions

2-Aug  AGM (see page 10 **) & Grand Flower 
Table with short presentation by David Redfern 
-A portrait of Banksia menziesii. There 
will also be a short demonstration by the 
Expo subcommittee of how to set up at the  
September Expo 
 
6-Sept  Katie Holmes Mallee Landscapes

4-Oct    David & Barbara Pye Melton Botanic 
Gardens

1-Nov   APS YY Grand Flower Table

APS YY Garden Visits:
10 June , 2 pm,  A Burnley College Ramble, 
details to come

8 July: David Watts Garden, Research

12 August: Geelong & Torquay see P7  for more 
detail.

REQUEST FOR HELP:

Please check your garden for any potential 
plants in the Goodeniacea Family (potentially in 
flower in Aug/Sept, or in pots) which you could 
bring to our Expo for a display to help advertise 
the Seminar. These include Lechenaultia, 
Goodenia, Scaevola, Dampiera.

Image below: One of Chris K’s lovely orchids - 
Hilda Poxon

APS Yarra Yarra Particulars

The APS Yarra Yarra Committee:

•Miriam Ford (President, Newsletter Editor, COM 
delegate) M 0409 600 644

•Rob Dunlop (Vice-President & Multi-media Tech 
guy) 0419 521 813

•Mike Ridley (Treasurer & Multi-media Tech guy) 
0418 322 969

•Joanne Cairns (Secretary & Co-editor of website & 
Facebook page) 0425 760 325

•Carmen Cooper (Membership Officer) 0413 012 
045

•Adrian Seckold (Minutes Secretary & meeting plant 
sales) 0431 071 503

*Peter Smith ( Garden Visits) 0425 798 275.

 
 

Contributions to the 2018 July APS YY News to  
Miriam by 2 June please

Email: miriamdfc30@gmail.com  (NOTE - this is 
new please change this in your contacts!) OR post 
to Newsletter editor APS Yarra YarraPO Box 298, 
Eltham 3095  
 
Thank you to Jill Lulham, Rob Dunlop, Peter Smith 
& Lyhn Barfield for articles, Jill and Joanne for proof 
reading, Ben Eaton, Rob Dunlop & David Redfern for 
images, Editor (MF) for all other images & articles.  
 
We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of 
our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd. 
 
Thank you to Vicki Ward’s Office for printing
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May 3 Meeting Report : Gardening in the Wimmera

Maree and Graham did a tag team act, speaking alternately about the evolution of their garden on 
the Wimmera Plains.  The plains are a grain growing area that has been widely cleared so it is very 
windy. In order to create a garden they had to first create good windbreaks.They used to run a lot of 

stock which when removed, enabled restoration of the native grasslands which supported insects & other 
wildlife.  Graham also took to slashing & leaving small piles of twigs and branches to create refuges for 
lizards and small birds.  

He and Maree showed many superb images of the 
wildlife around their property – images that are 
showcased in their book “Birds and Plants of the 
Little Desert” - Thornbills, Woodswallows, Wattle 
Birds, Lorikeets & various Raptors such as Kites.  
They live in a lovely old farmhouse, built by his 
grandfather in 1911 which has undergone much 
fine restoration over time. Several large trees and 
an enormous date palm were removed to create 
various garden beds.  They get frosts, droughts and 
floods, many challenging conditions.  There have 
been issues with water supply and they have run out 
totally (other than for drinking) on occasion. There 
is a channel system in place now.  Maree showed 
several images over different years which illustrated 
how well the garden responded and adapted to the 
conditions. (Image: Bracteantha & Eremophila)

Maree sang the praises of the use of daisies 
(Xerochrysum, Bracteantha, Rhodanthe) for a 
quick show and the use of scoria as mulch.  Daisies 
don’t last and do need to be replaced but they 
also self-seed, particularly in scoria.  She also said 
that Thryptomene baeckeacea was a wonderful 
plant for bringing in the insects and colour for 
a long time, also Eremophilas. They have water, 
bird baths and saucers at ground level for lizards 
and other critters.  They like to create a complete 
ecosystem so as to bring everything into the 
garden. Graham loves small Eucalypts, particularly 
mallees with lignotubers and they have a large 
number in the garden – E.woodwardii, torquata, 
grossa, erythrocorys & hybrids. They are great for 
bringing the birds down to a level where they can be 
photographed more readily.(continued P 7 )
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May Flower Table : Jill Lulham
Thanks to Miriam, Adrian, and Rob (Dunlop), for 
presenting the specimens, and members who 
brought in labelled specimens and contributed to 
the discussion. This is just a small selection of those 
brought to the meeting.

ORCHIDACEAE 
Dendrobium ‘Hilda Poxon’ (D. speciosum x D. 
tetragonum), Dockrillia gramesii x nugentii ‘Gold 
Heart’

SCROPHULARIACEAE 
Eremophila glabra (variable species from prostrate 
to 3m, leaves also variable, corolla ranges from 
green, yellow, orange or red), E. ‘Meringur Midnight’ 
(bignoniiflora hybrid, 5m x 2m, usually flowers Aug-
Oct),

FABACEAE 
Templetonia retusa (Cockies Tongue, SA, WA, 
apricot/red, to 2m x 3m, good drainage, one is a 
dwarf form)

Acacia jibberdingensis (WA, to 3m, flowers autumn 
to winter), A. fauntleroyi (WA, 4m, upright, minni-
ritchi bark),

Goodia lotifolia (Vic, Qld, NSW, ACT, Tas, SA, to 
2.5m, fast growing, suckering, indigenous)

PROTEACEAE 
Grevillea ‘Orange Marmalade’ (G. venusta x G. 
glossadenia, to 2.5m x 3m, long flowering), G. ‘Billy 
Bonkers’ (hybrid, 1.5m x 3m, pink flowers), G. ‘Ned 
Kelly’ (Mason’s hybrid, 1.5m x 2m, long flowering)

Hakea ‘Burrendong Beauty’ (petiolaris x myrtoides, 
NSW, prickly, hardy, prostrate to 1.5m x 3m), 
H. ‘Stockdale Sensation’ (laurina x obtusifolia, 
originated SA, 3m x 2m)

MYRTACEAE 
Melaleuca lateritia (Robin Redbreast bush, WA, 
1.5m x 1m, bright orange flowers usually late spring 
to summer, weeping habit)

Thryptomene denticulata (WA, <1m, deep pink 
flowers, usually winter to spring, easy to grow)

Kunzea baxteri (dwarf form, WA, bright red flowers 
usually in spring and summer)

Eucalyptus websteriana (WA, to 4m, minni ritchi 
bark, spreading mallee, yellow flowers)

RUTACEAE 
Crowea exalata rubra (<1m, good for cut flowers, 
hardy to frost, and dry, sometimes self-seeds.) 

Images: Top down - Goodia lotifolia, Hakea 
‘Stockdale Sensation’ & Orchid -Dockrillia hybrid.  
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Autumn Plant Sale, Saturday 28 April: Jill Lulham 

This year the weather was kind to us, with a great turnout of visitors. Of course, being all indoors means 
we are much more comfortable than if outdoors under any weather, as in previous years.

Our YY stall had a few new additions this year, some 
plants from our own propagation group, plants from 
Chris Fletcher (Maroondah member), and a large 
number of ferns from Fernacres. The latter was a bit 
of a test to see whether there was much interest in 
them, and judging by sales, there certainly is. We 
will have them again at our Expo in September.

Books were again popular, with the amount coming 
to our group being $174. It is a bonus to have the 
EFTPOS facility for this, and also the Bendigo Bank 
Community POS facility for our plant sales. Overall 
we appear to have a profit of approximately $1795, 
taking into consideration the expenses of the hall 
hire, credit card fees, and cost of our advertising 
flyers.

Another bonus is the 8 new members who took 
advantage of the APS Victoria discount on the 1st 
year of membership to join our group. Please make 
them all welcome, and we hope they can make the 
most of their membership, coming to our meetings, 
garden visits or other activities that interest them.

Thanks again to all the willing helpers on the day, 
transporting equipment from 3 different locations, 
setting up, manning all the stalls, door, etc, helping 
the visitors find their plants, packing up, and 
cleaning up at the end of a very successful day. We 
couldn’t do it without you all contributing. I hope 
you all had as much fun working together on the 
day, as I did!

Images: Chris Fletcher, Maroondah Grower, Noel 
Gaskett with plants, Two Views of plant sales area & 
people in attendence. 
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Some thirty years ago Bill and 
Sue had the vision to turn 
their bare block (former 

orchard ground) into a bush 
garden.They used the services 
of Doug Blythe (landscape 
gardener), who shared their 
passion and also encouraged 
them to incorporate a large 
water feature, which nestles into 
the bottom section of the block 
abutting the Mullum Mullum 
Creek Linear Park.  
Granite rocks, gravel and brick 
paving were used in a flowing, 
natural style. The planting was 

mostly indigenous and has now 
matured into a natural bush 
haven for birds and other wildlife.

Last year Sue and Bill consulted 
with Phillip Johnson and Phillip 
and his team proceeded to 
transform their, by now, obsolete 
concrete swimming pool into a 
natural “Billabong”landscape. 
A natural creek bed fed off 
rainwater, winds down to cascade 
into the larger pool, whilst a 
secondary pool (former spa) falls 
also into the larger pool. Large 
mudstone slabs were craned into 

position creating the waterfalls, 
surrounds and the steps. An 
impressive landscape - an eco-
system where plants, frogs and 
numerous other creatures thrive.  
 
A large contingent of YY members 
soaked in the late sunshine, 
enjoying Bill and Sue’s hospitality. 
The full plant list provided by 
Sue and Bill can be obtained by 
request and it will be up on our 
website.   
Images: Bill explains, YY members 
gather & chat on walkway below,  
panorama of the Billabong. 

Garden Visit - May 6 - Peter Smith
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12 August, Lara, (Garden 1) & Meeting Report (cont)

Garden 1 on this Day : Kevin Hoffman Walk (pdf 
included). 63 Walkers Rd, LARA 3212.   
 
The Kevin Hoffman walk is a scenic linear trail 
with significant native vegetation overlooking the 
tranquil Hovells Creek. The lush vegetation and 
walking track makes for a sensational and calming 
stroll, amongst beautiful surrounds. Kevin Hoffman 
started the garden 40 years ago and it is now being 
supported by “The Friends of Kevin Hoffman Walk”.  
The group tend the garden and is made up of 
enthusiastic locals. Matt Leach will be our guide & 
perhaps also the Hoffmans. 

We will have some copies of the map of the walk at 
our next General Meeting and it is attached to this 
issue. 

Arrive 9. 45 am for 10 am start. Park outside 
entrance, near Green Shipping container. Easy 
walking.  We will spend about 1.5 hrs here, then 
travel to Torquay (about 30 mins), Garden 2, arriving 
at noon for lunch at the Bell’s property.  John will 
take us on a tour there around 1 pm. Both these 
gardens offer easy walking.

 Once again there will be a list at the General 
Meeting for those who may want to go on a bus.  
Whether we take the bus or not will depend on 
numbers otherwise we will car pool.

Thank you to Lyhn for her work in organising 
the two visits for this particular day.  What an 
opportunity to see some wonderful gardens that 
will be greatly enriched by our guides. 

MEETING REPORT (CONTINUED)  
Maree talked about how they swapped from bark 
mulch to scoria. They found that the bark mulch 
became compacted and water repellent over 
time. They replaced with scoria on Royce Raleigh’s 
advice and they have never looked back since. The 
7mm with fines is best – the volcanic dust provides 
minerals and nutrients that the soil lacks and the 
plants thrive on it. Calytrix tetragona (from the 
Little Desert), Chamelaucium ciliatum, uncinatum; 
Phebaliums, Eutaxia microphylla prostrate form 
and many Eremophilas. She particularly loves E 
calorhabdos, its tall sculptural form, honey eaters 
love it, also E youngii ssp lepidota. They have lots of 
bees in the garden, many blue banded bees which 
are best photographed in the early morning before 
they warm up enough to fly off. They also have 
various wasps which are also great for pollinating 
plants – the Emerald Wasp was a stunner. It 
was notable that many images were of insects 
photographed on Thryptomene baeckeacea.

Graham & Maree finished off with some great 
photos of birds drawn into the garden by the plants 
& some more plants :-an enormous Pandorea 

pandorana growing over a large concrete tank, 
various Sennas, Scholtzias all do well, Templetonia 
retusa, some Verticordia, Banksia, Hakea, Acacia 
– a huge variety. The lack of Grevilleas due to the 
soil being neutral to alkaline was not an issue. 
Thank you Graham and Maree, we look forward to 
catching up at the FJC Rogers in October.

Addendum: Scoria will become available from 
Tram Stop Garden Centre, Diamond Creek Rd, 
Greensborough. Lyhn Barfield has organised, 
through Tony at Tram Stop, a supply of 7 mm 
scoria with fines. Tony will get a truckload, 15 
cubic meters of the scoria, and hold for us at the 
nursery. We can pick up or they will deliver. Please 
support this initiative – it is very generous of Tony to 
support our group in this way. The use of inorganic 
mulches, such as scoria really do make a difference 
particularly to species that prefer to grow on 
granitic gravels or in deep sand e.g. SW of WA, also 
SA. Thank-you Lyhn and Tony. 
  
Image: The Goods Garden showing the use of scoria 
mulch & log edging.
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APS Propagation Update : La Trobe Team 

We are meeting every fortnight and continuing to put up tip cuttings. In the most recent sessions 
we ave put in Myoporum insulare (lots, after two expeditions out to the sanctuary and then 
local golf course to gather cuttings), Chamelaucium uncinatum as well as Astroloma hexapetala, 

Calothamnus (red & yellow), Kunzea (baxteri dwarf, baxteri X pulchella), Chamelaucium florigeum, Grevillea 
pimeleoides, olivacea, red) & Zeira hybrid - littoralis X cytisoides.  By the way does anyone have any 
Thryptomeme baeckeacea? 

Several of our pots of cuttings in 
the polyhouse are sending roots 
out the bottom so there will be 
some potting up of those over the 
next few sessions.  We will also 
be putting in some daisy seeds for 
germination.  This is a good time 
for those and we want to raise 
plenty for our September Plant 
Fair.  

We will also be potting on some 
of our tube stock into Super 
Tubes to create some advanced 
stock for our future sales.  I have 
spoken with Mike W, and other 
plants sellers at our sales as well 
as the La Trobe staff and it seems 
that creation of advanced stock 
is something of a lottery, being 

in flower is a winner but that can 
take up to 12 months or more.  So 
we will proceed cautiously & try a 
few things out. 

Thank you to those who are also 
contributing to the Wednesday 
volunteer effort to help La Trobe 
nursery.  Peter Smith has joined 
our ranks on this day and along 
with Jenny, Carmen, Anita and 
myself set up many foam boxes 
(54 tubes in each), 2 -3 each, 
of various Acacia, Casuarina, 
Eucalypt, Wahlenbergia and 
Grasses – gosh, now they are 
a challenge.  So very tiny and 
so very crowded in the tray.  
We have been reassured, by 
Scott,that while there may only 

seem to be a single blade or 2 
with fine roots, barely visible, 
they do grow fast once removed 
from the competition of their 
many thousands of siblings.  

We are fortunate to have the 
assistance and support of Scott 
each time we are there.  He 
carries a wealth of experience 
and knowledge, a passion for 
indigenous plants & fauna and 
is very generous in giving of his 
knowledge and time.  Thank-you 
Scott!   
Images: Templetonia retusa 
(apricot, low growing form) - one 
of the plants in our tip cutting 
selection that is rooting well & 
dipping cuttings (Jenny H)
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Shed Update: Rob Dunlop

Update on FJC Rogers Seminar for 2020,  
Myrtaceae excluding Eucalypts. 

APS Yarra Yarra will be the sole host.  APS Maroondah have declined to co-host however several of their 
members have offered assistance - Dallas and Bernard Boulton, Sue and Bill of APS books for starters.   We 
have also been offered assistance by Maree & Graham Goods of the Wimmera group who have hosted 
several of these meetings.  APS Vic have provided us with guidelines. 

We will be presenting a 5 minute report on where 
we intend to host this conference, our seminar logo 
& some potential speakers at the upcoming FJC on 
Goodeniaceae in Horsham, October 20 & 21.    If 
you haven’t already booked and registered for this 
seminar, I would encourage you to do so.  The latest 
newsletter with registration form is also attached to 
this newsletter. 

These seminars are a wonderful opportunity for 
both learning and socialising with other Australian 

Plant enthusiasts from all over the state; getting 
to know more about a particular family of plants 
&   what conditions are required to grow them in 
your garden; for seeing the habitat they create and 
wildlife supported therein.  The garden visits are a 
truly superb opportunities for immersing yourself 
in the full sensory experience and present a most 
spectacular display at this time of year.    

Image: Goods Garden, Wimmera, Daisy drifts. 

As reported in the March newsletter our storage shed in Brougham Street is falling down. Quotes were 
received for $16,000 to repair it but we hope that Nilumbik Council will pay most if not all of this.

The council have decided that it is better to demolish the shed and build a new one. We do not know 
how long this will take. The gear we normally keep in the shed is stored by different members at various 
locations. This was to be a short term arrangement only.

As a result we decided to repair an old shed on 
Jill Lulham’s property. Mike Ridley, Peter Smith, 
Jo Cairns, Jill & Neil and I have carried out the 
necessary repairs and we are recovering the 
equipment from the places it was temporarily stored 
in and putting it in Jill’s shed.

Repairs have included some replacement of some 
roofing iron, fitting two windows, bricking up an 

old door way, filling a hole in the concrete floor and 
repairing the door.

Our thanks go to Jill and Neil for making this shed 
available and to the members who have been 
storing the group’s equipment.
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APS YY & other Diary Dates

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome 

When: 8 pm 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30 pm. Come early for plant sales.

Venue: Orana building, Araluen Centre. 226 Old Eltham Rd,Lower Plenty.

Guest Speaker:Learn more through talks and discussion by expert speakers

Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one only per person) at the 
end when requested.

Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible

Plant Sales: Members may buy or sell their own plants, unusual varieties are often available

Chairs: Members please help set up chairs from 7.30 onwards and put away again after the meeting. 

16 June 2018 APS Vic COMM, APS Mornington 
Peninsula host a one day event with an excursion in 
the afternoon, and an optional informal pub evening 
meal. Commencing at 10.00 am. Benton Square 
Community Centre, Bentons Rd, Mornington. 
 
16 to 27 June ANPSA 2018 Kimberley Tour – 
Kununurra to Broome. Details from Nicky Zanen, 
email nicky.zanen@hotmail.co.uk or phone 
0401975191. 
 
30 June & 1 July APS Ballarat District Group Winter 
Flower Show and Sales. From 10.00 am to 5.00 pm, 
at the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre, Ballarat 
Botanic Gardens. 
 
21 & 22 July, Cranbourne Friends, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria Inc. Winter Plant Sale. 10 am to 
4 pm. RBG Cranbourne. Plant list available 1 week 
prior to Sale on www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au 
 
18 & 19 August APS Foothills hosts APS Victoria 
Quarterly Gathering – Plants and Gardens of the 
Dandenongs and Foothills – including the Victorian 
COMM and AGM.

1 September APS Wilson Park Australian Native 
Plant Sale, Wilson Botanic Park, 668 Princes 
Highway, Berwick. From 9.00 am to 3.00 pm. No 
entry fee.

8 - 9 September: APS YY Australian Plants Expo, 
Eltham Community & Reception Centre, 801 Main 
Road, Eltham. 10.00am - 4.00 pm 

20 -21 October, FJC Rogers 2018 Goodeniaceae 
Horsham (see attached file for more details) 

New Members Policy:   
Because I would like to enlist the support of all the 
members attending our general meetings I thought 
it might be timely for you to have an update on 
the policy we have for New Members.  Once new 
people have signed up, the committee ratifies their 
entry to the group with an announcement in the 
next newsletter, then they are sent a New Members 
Package which includes a welcome letter, with a 
free tube voucher (to collect when they come to 
a general meeting) and an information booklet 
which gives details of our various activities and 
the committee and our model rules for insurance 
purposes. 

More Buddies Please:  
 A few years ago, Mike Williams suggested we 
have a buddy system in place for when new 
members attend their first general meeting.  We 
would appreciate a few members, up to three, 
volunteering for this role. This will involve greeting 
them, then sitting with the person during the talk 
and introducing them to the library, explaining the 
flower table and plant sales to them, and to also 
invite them to a cuppa & supper.  It is good to give 
them their free tube stock plant at this time. Please 
check in with the person in regard to how much 
guidance/attention they wish to have. Thank-you. 

*Membership renewal - It’s that time again folks. 
See form attached. *

** August 2018 AGM: The position of Secretary and 
Treasurer will become vacant.  They have done their 
time and our rules require new people to take up 
the positions.  Please consider. **


